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Texas State Board of 

Examiners of Psychologists 

MINUTES 

May 14, 2020 

 

The Texas State Board of Examiners of Psychologists met via Zoom video 

conference on May 14, 2020.  The following Board members were in 

attendance:  Tim Branaman, Ph.D., Chair; Herman Adler, M.A.; John 

Bielamowicz; Ryan Bridges; Angela Downes, J.D.; Susan Fletcher, Ph.D.; 

Lou Ann Todd Mock, Ph.D., Vice-Chair; Ronald Palomares, Ph.D. and 

Andoni Zagouris, M.A.  Also, in attendance was Darrel Spinks, 

Executive Director.   

Thursday, May 14, 2020 

1. The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by Dr. Branaman. 

2. The Board moved into Item II, Public Comments: 

A. Kelly Jones – spoke regarding child custody complaint 

process. 

 

B. Shirley Willis - spoke regarding procedural issues. 

 

C. Rhonda Finney – spoke regarding concerns for the proposed 

forensic evaluation rule. 

 

D. Adrienne Tinder – spoke regarding the proposed rules and the 

improved process.  Thanked the Board for its hard work. 

 

E. Aaron Robb – spoke regarding the proposed child custody 

evaluations.  Thanked the Board. 
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F. Mia Overton – spoke regarding child custody evaluations. 

 

G. John Norton – spoke regarding child custody evaluations. 

 

H. Alison Gersch – spoke regarding child custody evaluations. 

 

I. Alyssa Karsagi – spoking regarding child custody 

evaluations. 

 

J. Benjamin Albritton, Ph.D. – spoke regarding support of the 

proposed child custody evaluation rule.  Thanked the Board 

its hard work. 

 

K. Christy Bradshaw Schmidt – spoke regarding child custody 

evaluations. 

 

L. David Hill – thanked the Board for protecting the public. 

 

M. Dave Jones – spoke regarding child custody evaluations. 

 

N.   Edward Silverman – spoke in favor of the proposed rules 

regarding child custody evaluations. 

 

O. Elizabeth Vecseri – friend of Alyssa Karsagi spoke regarding 

child custody evaluations. 

 

P.   Frances Douglas – thanked the Board for its work and also in 

favor of the child custody evaluation rule. 

 

Q. Jeff Morgan – spoke regarding child custody evaluators. 

 

R. Jeff Younger – spoke regarding child custody evaluators. 

 

S. Jennifer Bassett – spoke regarding child custody evaluators. 

 

T. Jessica Magee – spoke regarding child custody evaluations. 

 

U. Jim Craig – spoke regarding child custody evaluations. 

 

V. Wanda Patrick – spoke regarding child custody evaluations. 

 

W. Christopher Shane Patrick - spoke regarding neuropsychology 

qualifications. 

 

X. Kevin Stewart – thanked the Board for the work they were 

doing. 
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Y. Keri White – spoke regarding child custody evaluations. 

 

Z. Salina Harp – spoke regarding child custody evaluations. 

 

AA. Sandy Roland – thanked the Board for its hard work regarding 

the proposed rules. 

 

BB. Stephanie Gibson – spoke opposing the proposed child custody 

rules. 

 

CC. Tara Coronado – spoke regarding child custody complaints. 

 

DD. Victoria Harvey – spoke in favor of the proposed rules. 

 

EE. Cynthia Sevalls – spoke regarding child custody evaluations. 

 
3. The Board moved into Item III, Meeting Minutes and Certified 

 Agenda. 
  
A MOTION WAS MADE BY DR. MOCK AND SECONDED BY DR. FLETCHER TO 

APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 13, 2020 BOARD MEETING WITH 

CHANGES.  THE VOTE CARRIED WITH MS. DOWNES ABSENT FROM THE VOTE. 

  
A MOTION WAS MADE BY DR. MOCK AND SECONDED BY MR. ADLER TO 

APPROVE THE CERTIFIED AGENDA OF THE FEBRUARY 13, 2020 BOARD 

MEETING.  THE VOTE WAS APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY. 

4.   The Board moved into Item IV, Chair’s Report – Dr. Branaman. 

      
A.   ASPPB Update: 

 i.   Dr. Branaman stated that the ASPPB annual meeting of  

  delegates to be held in New York City on October 14- 

  18, 2020, has been canceled due to COVID-19. 

 ii. Dr. Branaman would represent the Board at the ASPPB  

  ASPPB mid-year meeting via Zoom.   

     B.   Update regarding PsyPact: 

 
  i.   Mr. Hyde updated the Board: 

  

   a. E. Passport will start on July 1, 2020; 

 

   b. November meeting will be in Georgia; and 
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c. Operation rules were adopted – the adopted 

licensing eligibility rules require graduation 

from an APA accredited doctoral program, while 

foreign graduates will be evaluated by NACES for 

substantial equivalency.  Future discussion is 

planned regarding these rules. 

 
 C. Update regarding Texas Behavioral Health Executive   

  Council Operations: 

 
  i. Mr. Spinks updated the Board regarding Council   

   actions/future actions: 

  
   a.   The Council’s proposed rules were submitted; 

 

   b. Rules were sent to the Governor's office and  

    Ms. Bennett to review for anti-competitive   

    regulatory compliance; 

 

   c. Marriage and Family Therapist rules will be  sent 

    in June; 

  

   d. Professional Counselor Board will meet on May  

    15, 2020, to discuss proposed rules; 

 

   e. All managers positions have been filled; 

 

   f. UAT testing will be done in June; 

 

   g. Little concern over the backlog of applications  

    and complaints due to COVID-19;  HHSC stated  

    application backlog will probably get better since 

    the approval of overtime and complaints are still 

    backlogged; and 

 

h. 3 Council members will be replaced once the 

Governor’s office makes the new appointments. 

 

D. Dr. Branaman discussed the viability of the EPPP2 

examination and whether to proceed with the prior decision 

to adopt the enhanced EPPP and EPPP2.  Mr. Spinks stated 

that the rule would have to be sent to the Governor Budget 

and Policy Division and Regulatory Compliance Division in 

addition to the Council. 

 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY DR. FLETCHER AND SECONDED BY DR. PALOMARES 



 

5 

 

TO MOVE FORWARD WITH THE EPPP2 EXAMINATION.  THE MOTION WAS 

APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.  DR. FLETCHER WILL ASSIST IN WRITING LETTER 

SUPPORTING THE NEED FOR THE EPPP2.   
  

RULES COMMITTEE WILL NEED TO DEVELOP RULE FOR EPPP2 EXAMINATION 

FOR AUGUST BOARD MEETING. 

 

E. Mr. Spinks discussed the impact of COVID-19 on agency 

 operations: 

 

i. Staff have been rotating in/out of the office and 

phones diverted to voicemail of the receptionist and 

then forwarded to the appropriate staff. 

  
ii.  Mail is slower through TPASS; and 
  

iii. Suspending some rules regarding temporary licensure.  
 

 F. Dr. Palomares discussed the Professional Development Rules  

  Advisory Committee.  He wanted to thank the members that  

  participated and that the committee did not recommend any  

  changes to the professional development rule. 
  

5.   The Board moved into Item V, the Executive Director’s Report – 

 Mr. Spinks 

 

 A.   Mr. Spinks stated staff was working remotely and it was  

  going well. 

 

 B. The Board reviewed the Customer Service Survey. 

 

 C. The online renewal simplification process has been   

  completed. 

  

 D. Budget Update: 

 

  i. Mr. Spinks reviewed the 2nd Qtr. Performance Measures  

   for FY 2020. 

 

  ii. Mr. Spinks reviewed the Year-to-Date Financial report. 

 

The Board recessed for a break at 12:54 p.m. 

The Board reconvened from a break at 1:10 p.m. 
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6.   The Board moved into Item VI, Rules – Dr. Branaman, and Dr. 

 Palomares. 

 

      A.   The Board reviewed the Repealed Rules: 

 

  i.   Repeal Chapters 461, 463, 465, 469, 470,473, 471. 
 

A MOTION WAS MADE BY DR. MOCK AND SECONDED BY MR. BIELAMOWICZ TO 

APPROVE THE REPEALS.  THE VOTE WAS APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY. 
  
B. The Board reviewed the Proposed Rules: 

 
     i.   Chapter 463, Applications and Licensing. 

  
A MOTION WAS MADE BY DR. MOCK AND SECONDED BY DR. FLETCHER TO 

APPROVE THE PROPOSED NEW RULES.  THE VOTE CARRIED WITH MR. ADLER 

ABSENT FROM VOTING. 

  
     ii. Chapter 465, Rules of Practice. 
  

A MOTION WAS MADE BY DR. PALOMARES AND SECONDED BY MR. BRIDGES TO 

APPROVE THE PROPOSED NEW RULES.  THE VOTE WAS APPROVED 

UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

 iii. Chapter 470, Schedule of Sanctions. 
  
A MOTION WAS MADE BY MR. ADLER AND SECONDED BY DR. MOCK TO 

APPROVE THE PROPOSED NEW RULE.  THE VOTE WAS APPROVED 

UNANIMOUSLY. 
 

C. The Board discussed the reduction in the number of 

 internship hours required for licensure (LP and LSSP) for 

 interns affected by COVID-19, together with any other rule 

 changes needed to ensure qualified applicants continue to 

 meet license eligibility requirements.   
  

 A MOTION WAS MADE BY DR. MOCK AND SECONDED BY MR. BRIDGES TO 

 APPROVE THE PROPOSED LANGUAGE.  THE VOTE CARRIED WITH DR. 

 BRANAMAN ABSTAINING FROM VOTING. 

    
7.   The Board moved into Item VII, Enforcement Matters and Report 

 from General Counsel. 

  

 A. Mr. Fernandez presented the cases dismissed by the Executive 

  Director: 
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          i.   2020-00003-2144; 
  

          ii.  2019-00014; 
  
          iii. 2020-00004-9966; 
  

          iv.  2020-00056-4894; 
  
          v.   2020-00064-10579; 

  
          vi.  2020-0009-7580; 
  
          vii. 2019-00119-8056; 

  
          viii.2020-00068-277; 
  

          ix.  2020-00051-4628; 
  
          x.   2019-00110-1168; 
  

          xi.  2020-00063-374; 
  
          xii. 2019-00047-133; 
  

          xiii.2018-0091-10690; 
  
          xiv. 2018-00109-9377; 

  
          xv.  2019-00005-13939; 
  
          xvi. 2019-00043-10646; 

  
          xvii.2020-00014-4718; 
  

          xviii.2018-00096-374; 
  
          xix. 2018-00123-2092; 
  

          xx.  2020-00015-9486; 
  
          xxi. 2020-00040-10100; 

  
          xxii.2019-00094-10931; 
  
          xxiii.2020-00075-8056; 

  
          xxiv.2019-00082-6247; 
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          xxv. 2019-00056-8534; 

  
          xxvi.2019-00064-8534; 
  
          xxvii.2020-00035-5363; 

  
          xxviii.2020-00038-6610; 
  

          xxix.2019-00079; 
  
          xxx. 2020-00034-10329 
  

          xxxi.2020-00054-9806; 
  
          xxxii.2019-00078-3057; 

  
          xxxiii.2019-00086-10991; 
  
          xxxiv.2019-00039-659; 

  
          xxxv.2019-00084-659; 
  
          xxxvi.2019-00085-658; 

  
          xxxvii.2019-00041-658; 
  

          xxxviii.2019-00133-3151; 
  
          xxxix.2019-00031-1004; 
  

          xl.  2019-00070-9966; 
  
          xli. 2019-00100-9966; 

  
          xlii.2020-00077-14248; 
  
          xliii.2019-00101-13268; 

  
          xliv.2019-00115; and 
  

          xlv. 2019-00118 
        

 B. Mr. Fernandez presented the dismissal recommendation for  

  Board ratification: 

  
     i.   2020-00041-8109; 2019-00058-2468; and 2019-0006-10129 
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A MOTION WAS MADE BY MS. DOWNES AND SECONDED BY MR. BRIDGES TO 

APPROVE THE DISMISSAL.  THE VOTE CARRIED WITH MR. BIELAMOWICZ, 

MR. ZAGOURIS AND DR. FLETCHER RECUSED FROM VOTING. 

 

C.   Mr. Fernandez reviewed the Status Report. 

      
D.   Mr. Fernandez discussed the Projected Time Schedule. 

  

 E. August 2020 ISC attendees will be Dr. Palomares, Mr.   

  Adler, and Mr. Bridges. 

 

 F. November 2020 ISC attendees will be Dr. Mock, Mr.   

  Zagouris, and Mr. Bielamowicz. 

 

 G. February 2021 ISC attendees will be Dr. Fletcher, Mr.   

  Zagouris, and Mr. Bridges. 

 

 H. May 2021 ISC attendees will be Dr. Fletcher, Mr.    

  Bielamowicz, and Mr. Zagouris. 

 

 I. Mr. Hyde presented the Agreed Orders for the Board’s   

  approval: 

  

i. The Board reviewed Agreed Order No. 2020-00042-12963, 

in the matter of Chanika Nicole Martin, Psy.D. 
  

A MOTION WAS MADE BY DR. MOCK AND SECONDED BY MR. ADLER TO 

APPROVE THE AGREED ORDER.  THE VOTE WAS APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY. 
  

ii. The Board reviewed Agreed Order No. 2020-00073-8370, in 

the matter of Jimmie Whitley, Ed.D. 
  

A MOTION WAS MADE BY DR. MOCK AND SECONDED BY MS. DOWNES TO 

APPROVE THE AGREED ORDER.  THE VOTE CARRIED WITH DR. PALOMARES 

AND MR. ZAGOURIS RECUSED FROM VOTING. 
  

iii. The Board reviewed Agreed Order No. 2019-00116-13984, 

in the matter of Laura Lynn Greenlee, Ph.D. 
  
A MOTION WAS MADE BY DR. MOCK AND SECONDED BY DR. PALOMARES TO 

APPROVE THE AGREED ORDER.  THE VOTE CARRIED WITH DR. FLETCHER, 

MR. ADLER AND MR. BRIDGES RECUSED FROM VOTING. 
  

iv. The Board reviewed Agreed Order No. 2018-00117-4023, in 

the matter of John H. Herman, Ph.D. 
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A MOTION WAS MADE BY DR. MOCK AND SECONDED BY MR. BIELAMOWICZ TO 

APPROVE THE AGREED ORDER.  THE VOTE CARRIED WITH DR. FLETCHER, 

MR. ADLER AND MR. BRIDGES RECUSED FROM VOTING. 
 

v. The Board reviewed Agreed Order No. 2020-00025-15552, 

in the matter of Thomas James McCaffrey, Psy.D. 

  
A MOTION WAS MADE BY DR. MOCK AND SECONDED BY MR. BIELAMOWICZ TO 

APPROVE THE AGREED ORDER.  THE VOTE CARRIED WITH DR. FLETCHER, 

MR. ADLER AND MR. BRIDGES RECUSED FROM VOTING. 
 

vi. The Board reviewed Agreed Order No. 2018-00114-10249, 

in the matter of Douglas W. Sanders, Psy.D. 

  
A MOTION WAS MADE BY DR. MOCK AND SECONDED BY MR. BIELAMOWICZ TO 

APPROVE THE AGREED ORDER.  THE VOTE CARRIED WITH DR. FLETCHER, 

MR. ADLER AND MR. BRIDGES RECUSED FROM VOTING. 
  

vii. The Board reviewed Agreed Order No. 2018-00059-3086 and 

SOAH Docket No. 520-18-4894, in the matter of Karen A. 

Sitterle, Ph.D. 
  
A MOTION WAS MADE BY DR. MOCK AND SECONDED BY DR. FLETCHER TO 

APPROVE THE AGREED ORDER.  THE VOTE CARRIED WITH DR. PALOMARES, 

MR. ADLER AND MR. BIELAMOWICZ RECUSED FROM VOTING.  
  

8.   The Board moved into Item VIII, Compliance – Dr. Mock and Mr. 

     Adler – two issues, but currently working on them. 
  
9.   The Board moved into Item IX, Jurisprudence Examination Committee 

     – no items to discuss. 

  
10.  The Board moved into Item XI, Personnel Committee – Mr. Bridges. 
  

A. Mr. Bridges stated that within the next 10 days  interviews 

would be conducted regarding the Program Specialist position 

for the Psychology Board.  Dr. Branaman, Dr. Palomares, and 

Mr. Bridges would be conducting the interviews. 

  
11. The Board moved into Item XII, Future Issues and Other Requested 

Agenda Items. 

  
 A. Legislative issues this next session would be budget,   

  technology, and redistricting. 

 
 B. Mr. Spinks plans to attend future Psychology Board   

  meetings. 
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12.  The meeting was adjourned at 3:40 p.m. by Dr. Branaman.    


